More than ten years after the entry into force
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INTRODUCING THE GORDIAN KNOT
Not all international instruments become applicable or operative immediately after their entry into force. In fact, this is a privilege that few of them can enjoy. As a rule of thumb, the more prescriptive and institutionbuilding the instrument is, the more delayed will become its application.
There is, of course, a risk involved in such delay: the instrument may transform itself in lettre morte, perhaps of interest to the academic but not to the practitioner. This is a risk that Part XIV of the United Nations Convention on the 
